Tips to evaluating your International Observe the Moon Night event
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Step 1: Determine the goal(s) of your evaluation (what do you want to achieve or know?)

What is/are the goal(s) of evaluating your International Observe the Moon Night event?
Possible Examples:
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Bringing in more visitors to your site

Bring local visitors for event

Raising awareness for the space education

Raising awareness of your group or venue

Bringing in new visitors to site

Bringing in visitors that live far away from site

Increasing awareness about Moon/ space

Increasing interest in space science

Increasing visitors’ knowledge about the Moon
Understanding the types of visitors who attend the event

Step 2: Will there be a person designated to collecting data during the event?
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If Yes: data collection methods can include using iPad/tablet, computer stations,
paper survey, and short exit interviews — all of these can include multiple choice
and short open-ended questions.

If No: data collection methods can include using sticker boards, questionnaires at
the ticket booth, question boards, silent voting, iPad stations, and clickers voting
during presentations — most of these can include multiple choice questions and
some can include short open-ended questions.



Step 3: Aligning questions to ask with what you want to know and how you plan to gather
data to implement data collection.

o International Observe the Moon Night provides a pre-made survey that can be
customized to your event. There is both an online and a paper version. You can
see the questions at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2018 InOMN Visitor

o Contact mbakerman@psi.edu to create an individualized survey link or paper
survey for your event. You may add other questions that align with your goals.
These questions can be filled out by visitors on the survey or by an interviewer
who puts responses into the survey. We can help you draft questions if you send
us your goals. We will also send you a report of your results.

o If you would like to do collection other than surveys, you may try “voting”
guestions on boards or through clickers. These could include simple questions
such as: “Did you learn something new about the Moon tonight?” or “Is this your
first time here?” You can also put up posters to ask for information that could
include questions such as: “What would you tell a friend about tonight?” or
“What can be do to improve the event for next time?”

Suggestions Did you learn something today?
e Yes . - No
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o If you are relying on questions being asked at a ticket booth, they can be a
simple as asking for visitors’ zip code and if this is their first time there.

There are lots of options to evaluate your event. We welcome you to contact us to discuss it
further at no cost to you. We look forward to supporting evaluation of your International
Observe the Moon Night event!

Sanlyn Buxner and Maya Bakerman
buxner@psi.edu, mbakerman@psi.edu
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